Denture status and need for prosthodontic treatment among institutionalized elderly in Denmark.
The purpose of the present study was to estimate the realistic need for prosthodontic treatment among institutionalized elderly in Denmark. The study population comprised 486 elderly in nursing homes and 199 in hospital long-term care facilities. The realistic need for treatment was estimated on the basis of the normative and the perceived needs, taking into account the general mental and physical state of each individual as assessed by the charge nurses. The investigation revealed that the majority of the elderly were markedly handicapped, two-thirds were unable to care for themselves, and 15% were in poor mental condition. Among the residents of nursing homes 67% had a normative need for prosthodontic treatment, e.g. new dentures, relining and/or corrections of occlusion, as compared to 71% of the elderly in hospital long-term care facilities. However, only 19% of the nursing home residents and 32% of the elderly in long-term care facilities has a realistic treatment need. The differences between the two groups of elderly are explained by differences in age and general health status. It can be concluded that the realistic need for prosthodontic treatment among institutionalized elderly in Denmark is far from being met, and that this problem can only be solved if given higher priority by the political decision-makers.